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European Community Initiative 
LEADER and its practical

application

The example of Spreewald 
cucumbers
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Unique Spreewald

Spreewald Tourism Region 
(Spreewald boat tours)

Spreewald Economic Area
(Spreewald cucumbers)
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Spreewald Economic Area

Total area
3,127 sq km

Rural territory
approx. 2,800 sq km

Inhabitants

265,481

Rural population

103,230

Population density

approx. 85 per sq km

Rural population density

Approx. 37 per sq km
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Development chart – Spreewald cucumbers
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Key criteria for Spreewald cucumbers

� Spreewald cucumbers are solely processed by companies within the Spreewald
economic area. 

� Processed Spreewald cucumbers consist of more than 70%of cucumbers, grown and 
harvested according to the directives governing subsidies on introducing controlled and 
integrated fruit and vegetable production processes of 18 May 1995. 

� Ingredients in different varieties may include fresh onions, fresh dill, herbs and 
horseradish. 

� Spreewald cucumbers in glass containers up to a nominal volume of 1,700 ml are solely 
sweetened with saccharose. 

� Total acidity (based on acetic acid calculation) after fermentation in the end product is 
lower than one percent. 

� Pickled cucumbers (gherkins) have a maximum table salt content of 3% in the end 
product. 

� Spreewald cucumbers have an outstanding taste that makes them unmistakable 
products from the Spreewald economic area, which in turn add to the excellent 
reputation they enjoy among consumers. 
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Development of Spreewald 
cucumbers
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Regional umbrella brand „Spreewald“
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History of cucumbers

The Origin of Cucumbers

Scholars still argue about the origins of cucumbers. Possible theories are:

• The foot of the Himalayans where today a small and bitter fruit from the
family of pumpkin plants is growing

• The African continent as the plant‘s birthplace

• From India via the Middle East to Africa

Only the stars know if this question will ever be fully answered.
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History of cucumbers

How did the cucumber arrive in Spreewald

Paul Fahlisch, a late 19th century teacher from Lübbenau, studied the history of 

his home town and described the origins of the cucumber in a 250-page book as 

follows:

On their travels through the Netherlands the Counts of Schulenburg met cloth

manufacturers. As they thought clothmaking may be a good source of income they

invited Dutch clothmakers for whom housing and a weaving mill, near the local

greenhothouse, were built.

Yet clothmaking was going slow. Since the Dutchmen were familiar with cucumber

growing and brought seeds from home they decided to grow cucumbers here for a 

living. This turned out to be worthwhile and served as public good. Products were

conveniently shipped by river to Berlin. This is how the cucumber trade in 

Spreewald began.
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Historisches zur Gurke

Neid , die Wurzel allen Uebels

Wo Erfolg ist, gibt es auch Neider. 

Heimatforscher Fahlisch machte einen jener Neider namentlich . 

Es war kein geringerer als Preußen – König Friedrich – Wilhelm I.

Der Preußen – König war ein Liebhaber der Spreewälder Gurken und beabsichtigte u. a. 

deshalb seine Tochter Wilhelmine I. mit dem regierenden Herzog von Sachsen Weißenfels,

Johann Adolph, zu verheiraten, um durch die Heirat  die begehrten Lübbenauer Gurken in

seinen Besitz zu bekommen. Die Heirat kam aber nicht zu Stande und so bekam er auch die Gurken nicht in 

seinen Besitz.

Weil der etwas geizige König festgestellt hatte, dass viel Geld aus der Staatskasse  für den Kauf von Gurken 

in das sächsische Lübbenau wandert, beschloss er, Gurken selbst anzubauen und zu verarbeiten. 

Er ordnete an, im preußischen Unterspreewald eine Kolonie zu errichten, warb 30 Lübbenauer Familie 

denen er die Kolonie mit der Bedingung übermachte, dass sie fortan die begehrten Lübbenauer Gurken 

anbauen und verarbeiten sollten. Die Kolonie wurde Neu- Lübbenau genannt. Der Gurkenanbau 

funktionierte nicht so recht und kam zum Erliegen.

Den Ort Neu- Lübbenau gibt es noch heut. Nur werden dort keine Gurken mehr angebaut
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History of the cucumber

Cucumber pickling in Lehde around 1900

Landing bay at the cucumber market in Lübbenau 
around 1920

Cucumber market in Lübbenau 1927
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History of the cucumber

Traditional cucumber pickling in wooden casksWooden casks for pickling of cucumbers
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Development of Spreewald 
cucumbers

On 14 July 1992 COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC) 2081/92 on the protection of 
geographical information and origins of agricultural produce and food products was 
adopted. On this occasion four of the largest farms in the Spreewald region applied 
for the protective status of “protected geographical brand”. These applications were 
collected, reviewed and checked by the Federal Ministry of Justice. Applications were 
returned to all  applicants in 1995 with the following recommendation:

“Only one application for all producers may be filed for products from one region. 
Please create the necessary prerequisites for all producing and processing companies 
and file another joint application.” 

Spreewaldverein e.V. was commissioned to file this joint application for Spreewald
cucumbers and horseradish.

Extensive work was required to delineate the Spreewald Economic Area for which 
protective rights were to be granted. Scientific expert opinions were sought to assess 
geological, geographical, hydrogeographical, cultural, historical and economic 
criteria. All of them confirmed the accuracy of territorial delineation. (Studies 
conducted by the Department of Agricultural Marketing and Sales of Humboldt 
University Berlin)
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Political declarations of intent

Decisions taken by districts in the Spreewald region

Dahme-Spreewald district:Decision No. 46-1526-2080 of 08/07/1998
District parliament states that communities of Lieberose, Oberspreewald, Märkische Heide, 
Unterspreewald, Golssener Land, Luckau, Heideblick, Schenkenländchen including the villages of 
Münchehofe, Märkisch Buchholz, Halbe, Oderin, Freidorf, Briesen and the city of Lübben belong to 
the territory of Spreewald.

Oberspreewald-Lausitz:Decision No. 21/335/96 DS 355/96 of 19/09/1996
District parliament states that communities of Lübbenau, Vetschau, Calau and Altdöbern of 
Oberspreewald-Lausitz district (see enclosed map of Spreewald Economic Area) with affiliated 
villages belong to the geographical area of Spreewald. Agricultural produce and food produced 
and/or processed in this area may use this name as part of their brand description.

Spree-Neisse district:Decision No. 539- 42/97 of 27/08/1997
District parliament states that communities of Burg, Peitz, Neuhausen/Spree, Drebkau and Kolkwitz
(see enclosed map and appendix 7) with affiliated villages belong to the geographical area of 
Spreewald. Agricultural produce and food produced and/or processed in this area may use this name 
as part of their brand description.
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LEADER

is the European Community Initiative

for the development 

of rural economies
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What does LEADER stand for

L Liaisons Links
E entre between
A Action de actions to
D Developpement de develop
E l`Economie rural 
R Rurale economy
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History of LEADER

Community Initiative LEADER has existed since the early 1990s:

LEADER I from 1990 to1994

LEADER II from 1995 to 1999 (Spreewald to be a LEADER 
region for the first time)

LEADER+ from 2000 to 2006 (Spreewald again LEADER+ 
region)

“+” means LEADER+ introduces new benchmarks and 
requirements for the regions.
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Which formal prerequisites must be met:

To maintain a local and rural character of the area its population 
should be between 10,000 and 100,000, with a population density 
of below 120 inhabitants per square kilometre

In the state of Brandenburg population density is below 50 per 
square kilometre

Local action groups must consist of:
a)  Private businesses, associations, individuals >  50%

b)   State authorities and elected representatives <  50%,

i.e. at least 51% must be from group a) and 49% from group b).
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Application process in the state of Brandenburg:

• Open competition for all rural regions of the state

• Application must include a Regional Development Perspective 
to be filed no later than 31/03/2001 with the State Ministry of 
Agriculture and Regional Development 

• 22 regions applied, out of which the sectoral committee of the 
state of Brandenburg selected 8 regions, including Spreewald

• 3 more regions were confirmed after a second tender

• Another 2 regions were selected after the third tender, which 
means that Brandenburg currently has 13 LEADER+ regions
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Regionalkonferenz Spreewald 09.03.2005
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Regional stakeholders

Project and design level

Agriculture
and

forestry

Water
resource

management
Fishery

Tourism,
SME,

marketing

Social
affairs and

culture

Spreewald regional office
LEADER+ management/project management level

Spreewald regional forum
Selection and approval level

Spreewaldverein e.V. local action group
Board as decision-making body

Decision-making level

Public
Regional planning body
Spreewald–Lausitz

- Districts of Dahme-Spreewald,
Spree-Neisse, Oberspreewald-
Lausitz

- Communities, cities, offices
- Spreewald biosphere reserve

Business and social partners
- Heads of 5 working groups
- Nature preservation
- Tourism board Spreewald e.V.
- Domowina
- Rural women´s associations
- Chambers of Industry and Commerce
- BVMW
- Farmers´ unions
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LEADER+ project
Integrated database-supported internet portal of Spreew ald
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LEADER+ project
Integrated database-supported internet portal of Spreew ald
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LEADER+ project
Integrated database-supported internet portal of Spreew ald
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LEADER+ project
Integrated database-supported internet portal of Spreew ald
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LEADER+ project
Integrated database-supported internet portal of Spreew ald
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LEADER+ project
Integrated database-supported internet portal of Spreew ald
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LEADER+ project
Building economic cycles and value chains for meat product s
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Geografische Lage der Fleischereibetriebe und 

Schlachthöfe (nur Projektteilnehmer) im 
Wirtschaftsraum Spreewald 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Regionale Dachmarke 
       Spreewald 

Spreewaldverein e.V. 
                   Am Neuhaus 7 

               15907 Lübben,  
               Tel. 03546/8426   
               Fax: 03546 8643 

                                                         e-mail: Spreewaldverein@t-online.de 
                       http://www.spreewald-erlebnis.de 
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LEADER+ project
Building economic cycles and value chains for meat product s
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LEADER+ project
Building economic cycles and value chains for meat product s
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LEADER+ project
Building economic cycles and value chains for meat product s
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LEADER+ project
Building economic cycles and value chains for meat product s
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LEADER+ project
Building economic cycles and value chains for meat product s
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LEADER+ project
Building economic cycles and value chains for meat product s
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LEADER+ project
Euregia Leipzig 2002
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LEADER+ project
Wicker cathedral at the banks of Spree river in Schlepzi g
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Thank you very much for your
attention!


